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Kyoto is one of the most attractive tourist destinations in Jj,pan.
People from all over the world visit Kyoto every year. Kyoto is lo-
cated in the Kinki region, almost in the center of the Japan Archi-
pelago. The city is surrounded by mountains on three sides (north, .

east and west) and several rivers and streams, like Kamo River-and (

Katsura River, run through the city.

The average temperature is 15 degrees. Because it is in a basin
surrounded by mountains, the temperature gap between W
and winter is large. The seasonal beauty of nature is spl in
Kyoto. The cherry blossoms in spring, the Kamo River in summer,

crimson leaves in autumn, and snow in winter. You can be fascin- 00 o SRS

ated with Kyoto scenery no matter which season you visit Kyoto.

In 794, the national capital was moved to Kyoto (it was moved to
Tokyo in 1868). Over 1,000 years, Kyoto was the political, cultu-
ral and artistic center of the country. Today, Kyoto is home to the
greatest wealth of historical and cultural properties in Japan. Japa-

nese history can’t be told without Kyoto’s history.

The appeals of Kyoto are not only historical. Many global compa-
nies, from traditional crafts to the latest science and technology,
have their headquarters in Kyoto. The mixture of traditional and
modern creates a unique assimilation that exists only in Kyoto,

such as buildings, art and culture. Kyoto never stops developing.

You can find new attractions every time you visit.
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Seeing

@ Temples and Shrines

Fortunately Kyoto had few bomb attacks during
World War 2. Therefore a number of temples and
shrines from different eras still remain. Many of them
are Important Cultural Properties and preserved
carefully as historical heritages. What is more, vari-
ous traditional events are held all around the year at
those historical places. Those events are alive close
to Kyoto life.

Buying
©Nishiki Food Market and Higashiyama

[Nishiki Food Market]

This market, about 400m long from east to west (Tera-
machi to Takakura) is called ‘capital’s kitchen’. As the
name represents, everything is here: Kyoto veget-
ables, tofu, pickles, dried food, seafood, obanzai
(Kyoto home made dishes), etc. About 150 shops
stand along both sides of the street. It is always crow-
ded with people from all over Japan and the world.

[Higashiyama]

One of the attractive shopping areas in Higashiyama
is Shinmonzen St. and Furumonzen St. where many
Japanese antique shops and traditional crafts shops
stand. At the Meiji restoration time (around 1868),
those shops sold Japanese goods to foreign busi-
ness men. This area is worth exploring, if only to

look, for art crafts (pottery, fans, kimono, wood block
prints, bamboo crafts, Kyoto dolls, wooden crafts,
etc.) in the show windows.

Dining
@®Kjyoto cuisine, Kyoto vegetables and
Kyoto sweets

[Kyoto cuisine]

Because it is surrounded by mountains, Kyoto has
developed a unique cuisine. Especially Kyoto has
specialized in dishes using ingredients from moun-
tains. Traditional Kyoto cuisine is full of seasonal in-
gredients. Taste, presentation, beautiful bowls and
plates, and seasonal atmosphere are all delights of
Kyoto cuisine.

[Kyoto vegetables]

Kyoto vegetables are important food that is appreci-
ated as useful ingredients. It is often said that Kyoto
vegetables are especially tasty because of improve-
ments made by Kyoto farmers. Because they usually
have more nutrients than common vegetables (vita-
min, mineral, food fiber, etc.), Kyoto vegetables have
very popular in Japan.

[Kyoto sweets]

Kyoto sweets are elegant and beautiful. It is worth
being called “flower of Japanese food culture”. There
are two types of Kyoto sweets. One is made from
seasonal ingredients. The other takes on the shapes
of seasonal motifs.  Usually Kyoto sweets are made

from plant ingredients, so that they are low calorie
and healthy. They are the secrets of the popularity.

Outline of the City

Entertainment

®Shijo Kawaramachi and Gion

[Shijo Kawaramachi ]

This is the most bustling area in Kyoto where new
and old are uniquely combined. Between Sanjo and
Shijo, a variety of entertainment spots are waiting for
you: department stores, movie theaters, fashion, kar-
aoke, game arcade, Japanese and western restau-
rants and more! Kiyamachi and Pontocho, east of
Kawaramachi, have a wide range of restaurants,
bars, sushi, traditional ryotei. Many people enjoy
those streets until midnight.

[Gion]

Gion is one of the most famous tourist areas in Kyoto
in front of Yasaka Shrine. It is known for its Hanama-
chi (Flower Towns) where maiko and geiko live. Ex-
clusive Japanese restaurants and tea houses add a
dignified appearance. If you are lucky, you can see
maiko and geiko elegantly walking along the area’s
historical streets.

Staying
®Ryokan and hotel

[Ryokan]

If you wish to experience Japanese style of life, it is
recommended to stay in a ryokan. Many of them
have an old wooden structure. The price varies so
you can choose an affordable one. Staying in typical
Japanese rooms with tatami mat, tokonoma alcove,
shoji sliding window and sleeping on futon, you will
feel the warm atmosphere of Japanese life.

[Hotels]

A wide range of hotels are available in Kyoto from
business hotel to world famous grand hotels. The
price is approximately 5,000-9,000 yen (single
room/person) for a business hotel and 10,000-30,000
yen (single room/person) for other hotels.




Seasonal traditional events and ceremonies are held almost every day in Kyoto.
No matter which season you visit Kyoto, there is something waiting for you.:
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Shogatsu cCelebrating New Year's Day

From January 1st to 3rd is Japanese New Year's Day called shogatsu. Shogatsu
means the month that all spirits become new and rejuvenated. People welcome the
god of farming who visits them only New Years Day and pray for a healthy new year
for the family. As the symbol of shogatsu, they decorate the house gate with
kadomatsu (bamboo decoration) and shimenawa sacred rope and put special rice
cakes called kagami mochi in the house. During New Year's Day, people visit shrines
to pray for a healthy, happy year. One of the most famous shrines is Fushimi Inari
Shrine. About 2.4 million people visit it during New Year's Day. Yasaka Shrine, Heian
Shrine, Kamigamo Shrine are also famous. People cook special food for New Year's
Day called osechi ryori. Various dishes associated with happiness or celebrations
are put in one big box (3-4 stories high) to represent pile of happiness. The dishes
vary from the local regions, but generally food that can be preserved long days is
preferred like black beans, kazunoko (herring egg), prawn, sea kelp, etc.

Obukucha at

Rokuharamitsu-ji Temple (Jan. 1-3)
Obuku-cha is a cup of tea with small plum pickles and
sea kelp init. Itis believed that drinking this at the begin-
ning of the year will lead to a healthy year. The tea is
available from 9:00-17:00.

Karuta hajime at

Yasaka Shrine (Jan. 3)
From 13:00, people dressed in gorgeous Heian period ki-
mono (junihitoe) demonstrate the old card game called
karuta. Two pairs compete each other and quickly fillip
the cards.

Kemari hajime at

Shimogamo Shrine (Jan. 4)
Kemari, traditional Japanese hackysack, originally from
China, became popular with aristocrats in the Heian peri-
od. Eight men in the Heian period costume stand in a cir-
cle and kick the small ball made of deer skin and try to
keep it from hitting the ground.

Hatsu Ebisu at
Ebisu Shrine (Jan. 8-12)

Ebisu is the god of good business and big festival is held.
The symbol of this festival is bamboo that represents the
feature of the plants (hardly broken or growing straight).
The event starts from 8:00 on the first day.
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Setsubun welcome fortunes into the family

Setsubun literally means the division of the season. One of the famous rituals of
setsubun is Oni harai (sending out the demons). A sorcerer wearing an awful mask
gets rid of evil demons. At home, people scatter dried soy beans chanting ‘oni wa
soto, fuku wa uchi'(out with the evil, in with the good). It is believed that beans have
power to get rid of evils. It is believed that people can have a healthy life if they eat
the same number of beans as their age. Another tradition of setsubun is eating rolled
sushi facing in a fortunate direction. They must not speak until they finish eating it
and that brings fortune next year. The most famous setsubun event in Kyoto is held
at Yoshida Shrine from 2nd to 4th. The shrine priest, holding a pike and shield,
chases three demons (blue, red and yellow) and drives them away. On 3rd, a
mountain of old amulets (7m high) are burned.

Hari Kuyo at Kokuzo Horin-ji Temple
(Feb. 8)
People bring old pins and needles from all over Japan to
thank them for their service and pray for the better im-
provement of sewing, from 13:00-15:00. Free sweet white
sake available.

Nanakusa gayu at

Jonan-gu Shrine (Feb. 11)
People eat rice porridge after the New Year's Day cooked
with 7 kinds of spring plants and pray for a healthy new
year. The rice porridge is available for 450 yen on the
day from 10:00-16:00.

Godai Rikison Nin-o-e at

Daigo-ji Temple (Feb. 23)
This is an interesting event where people show their pow-
er by lifting huge mochi rice cakes (150kg for men, 90kg
for women). Amulets called godairiki-san that can get rid
of all misfortune are available too, from 9:00-17:00.

Sanyare Festival at

Kamigamo Shrine (Feb. 24)
This is a celebration for young boys who become 15
The previous night, the boys play drums and march to
Kamigamo Shrine. Then on the 24th, from around 11:00,
they pray to the deities of mountain, Ota Shrine and Ka-
migamo Shrine and tell them that they will become adults.

Baika Festival at

Kitano Tenmangu Shrine (Feb. 25)
This is the biggest even held at this shrine, about 150,000
people visit (10:00-16:00). It is the death anniversary of
the enshrined deity, Sugawara no Michizane. There is a
big plum garden in the precinct and geiko and maiko
from Kamishichiken Flower Town offer tea ceremony.




Hina Matsuri Festival celebrating the healthy growing of girls

In the Nara period, there was a ritual called nagashi bina. People made small dolls with paper or
plants and release them to the river after rubbing their body with them. They believed that the dolls
took the misfortunes away with them. This is believed to be the origin of Hina Matsuri Festival. In the
Heian period, girls in aristocrat families played with dolls and it led to the hina matsuri festival (March
3rd). People display dolls on stages (15 dollsofficially: including emperor, empress, three female ser-
vants, minister of right, minister of left, five music players, three guards). The special foods for the fes-
tival (peach flower, diamond shaped rice cake, white sweet sake, rice cracker, clam, etc.) and furni-
ture (dresser and wardrobe) that woman brings to the new family when she gets married are also put
on the stage. Recently, as Japanese houses became smaller, people display only emperor and em-
press on the one stage. One of the famous traditional festivals in Kyoto is held at Ichihime Shrine. To
pray for the fortune, they re-create Heian period hima matsuri festival. People dress like the hina nin-
gyo dolls and dance. The demonstration of wearing junihitoe kimono will be performed too. Also at
Shimogamo Shrine, the nagashi bina ritual is held to pray for the healthy growth of children.

Dolls Exhibition at

Hokyo-ji Temple (Mar. 1-Apr. 3)
This temple is called Doll Temple as it has hundreds of
dolls including the doll that the empress Komei loved.
During the exhibition period (10:00-16:00), valuable dolls
are shown. A special memorial ceremony for dolls is held
every day.

Geino Jotatsu Kigan Festival at
Horin-ji Temple (Mar. 10)
The deity of this temple specializes in entertainment and
art. On this day, a ceremony praying for the improvement
of music and entertainment will be held. From 13:00,
kyogen performance by Shigeyama Chuzaburo family will
be enjoyed too.

Hanezu Odori Dance at

Zuishin-in Temple

(last Sunday of Mar.)
Hanezu is an old word for pale pink. There is a fine plum
tree garden in the temple. Their plum trees are called
Hanezu ume that bloom later tha common ones. From
14:00, girls will perform a graceful Haneze dance pre-
tending Ono no Komachi and Fukakusa Shosho (samur-
ai).

Hanatouro at

Higashiyama District (Mid March every

year, 18:00-20:00: foreordination)
Hanatouro is set up in one of Kyoto's most popular tourist
areas, parallel to the Higashiyama ridge between Kiyomi-
zu Temple in the south and Shoren-in Temple in the north
through Yasaka Shrine, Maruyama Park, Kodai-ji Temple,
etc. The 4.6-km route will be lined with 5 kinds of about
2,400 lanterns (Kyoto pottery, Kiyomizu pottery, bamboo,
stone and Kitayama cedar). It is the perfect route for a
romantic, relaxing evening or a nighttime stroll in the ele-
gant Kyoto atmosphere.

Seasonal Events

Cherry blossom Viewing uUnder the elegant cherry flowers

In ancient times, Japanese people enshrined certain god for mountain. They believed
that the god comes down to the most beautiful cherry tree, so that people offered
things to the tree. It is the origin of the cherry viewing of Japan. Cherry viewing was
enjoyed by aristocrats in the Heian period and spread among the common people in
the Edo period. It was a great pleasure for poor people in those days as rare
opportunity to enjoy something beautiful. In Kyoto there is a lot to do during cherry
season. One of the famous cherry viewing spots is Nijo Castle. There are 46 kinds of
355 cherry trees. On April 9th, a cherry viewing tea party is held in the garden that is
not open to the public generally. Another recommended spot is Hirano Shrine. Their
cherry tree bloom earliest in Kyoto. On April 10th, a festival is held and a number of
food and fun stalls open.

Benishidare Concert at

Heian Shrine (Mid April)
There is a famous weeping cherry tree in the precinct and
it is lit up elegantly. The special stage is set in the two
sacred gardens and soft music is played. People can
enjoy the illuminated cherry tree and concert is very pop-
ular every year.

Taiko Hanami Gyoretsu at

Daigo-ji Temple (Second Sun. of Apr.)
This is the annual festival of temple. About 200 people
dressed in costumes of the Momoyama period follow the
gorgeous Toyotomi Hideyoshi to re-enact a luxury cherry
blossom party held in 1598 by him.

Yoshino Tayu Hana Kuyo at

Josho-ji Temple (Third Sun. of Apr.)
Yoshino Tayu was a famous geisha in Shimabara in the
Edo period for her beauty and talent. This is the memor-
ial ceremony for her as her grave is set in this temple.
The Yoshio Tayu in gorgeous kimono followed by male
servants looks splendid with the cherry blossom.

Mibu Kyogen at

Mibu Temple (Apr. 21-29)
This kyogen is different form general kyogen as all perfor-
mers wear masks playing mime with music of drum, bell,
whistle. Basically the story is comical but it takes some
religious world. The performance starts from 13:00 to
17:00.




Seasonal Events

Aoi Matsuri Festival Grand festival with 1,400 history

The Aoi Matsuri Festival is one of the three biggest festivals in Kyoto along with Gion
Matsuri Festival and Jidai Matsuri Festival. This is the annual important festival of
both Kamigamo and Shimogamo Shrine. The origin dates bake to 1,400 years ago
when Kyoto had bad harvest and plague. The emperor had a fortune-telling and the
result showed that those bad situations were come from the curse of gods of Kamo.
The emperor held a sacred ceremony and that is the start of Aoi Matsuri Festival. On
the 15th, the 700m long procession of about 500 people in the Heian period costume
starts from the Imperial Palace to Kamigamo Shrine, halting for a break at Shimoga-
mo Shrine and finally the procession reaches Kamigamo Shrine. It is like a picture of
Heian period. The schedule of the procession: Imperial Palace (10:30) Shimogamo
Shrine (11:40) leaving (14:20) Kitaoji Bridge (14:55) Kamigamo Shrine (15:30). When
the procession reaches both shrines, the priest offers the sentence and people offer
dance and things.

Shinsen-en Kyogen at

Shinsen-en Garden (May 1-4)
This kyogen is come from Mibu kyogen that performs
principle of moral and justice without lines. For those four
days, the festival is held in Shinsen-en Garden and inter-
esting kyogen are performed based on the story of reli-
gion, folk, sword fight, etc.

Senbon Enma-do Kyogen at

Senbon Enma-do Temple (May 1-4)
It is one of the great nenbutsu kyogen of Kyoto along with
Mibu kyogen, Shinsen-en kyogen and Saga kyogen.
However it is unique as only this kyogen has lines while
others don't. It is said that this kyogen is strongly effected
by noh performance.

Yabusame Shinji at

Shimogamo Shrine (May 3)
Hanezu is an old word for pale pink. There is a fine plum
tree garden in the temple. Their plum trees are called Ha-
nezu ume that bloom later tha common ones. From 14:00,
girls will perform a graceful Haneze dance pretending
Ono no Komachi and Fukakusa Shosho (samurai).

Kurabe-uma Shiniji at

Kamigamo Shrine (May 5)
The special horse course is set between two torii shrine
gates in Kamigamo Shrine. Two people ride on the horses
one by one and compete the speed of the horse. The
race starts from around 14:00.

Mifune Matsuri Festival at

Kurumazaki Shrine (May 15)
The elegant Heian period river entertainment is recreated
with over 20 boats on Oi River for about 2 hours. This is
very popular event that over 100,000 tourists come to
watch. The festival starts from around 14:00.

Takigi Noh Drama by Torch Light
at Heian Shrine liluminated noh drama performance

The annual Takigi Noh (Noh by Firelight) performance at Heian Shrine is an amazing
and exceptionally beautiful thing since 1950. This ancient dramatic art, with the ex-
quisite backdrop of Heian Shrine's classic architecture, its many magnificent pines,
and the Higashiyama hills off in the distance, is extraordinary. The special stage is
set in the precinct and prominent noh performers from four schools (Kanze, Kongo,
Kinshun and Okura) fascinate the audience. Each night's program consists of four
plays, kyogen (a short comic interlude) and some dances. A number of foreign tour-
ists come to watch this extraordinary performance of Japanese art. It worth seeing
this event: traditional Japanese performance in Heian Shrine, a symbol of Kyoto. The
performance starts at 17:30 on June 1 and 2.

Kibune Water Festival at Kibune

Shrine (Jun. 1)
Because the it is the water source of Kamo River, the wa-
ter of god is enshrined in Kibune Shrine since ancient
times. This is the biggest festival of the shrine. People
scatter the rice cake to pray for the safety in the family
and healthy life. Also the kagura play will be performed
based on the story of getting rid of evil huge snake.

Nobunaga Matsuri Festival at Honno-ji
Temple (First Sat. & Sun of Jun.)
A memorial service for Oda Nobunaga who was betrayed
and killed by his traitor general, Akechi Mitsuhide on June
2nd. Cheerful parade, Japanese stone board game (go)
match, Japanese dance, tea service and market is held too.

Rice Planting Festival at

Fushimi Inari Shrine (Jun. 10)
This is the festival that people replant young rice plant
that was grown in the temple to the real rice field. They
pray for the good harvest in autumn. The festival starts
from 13:00 and the rice planting starts from around 14:00.

Takekirie Bamboo Cutting at

Kurama Temple (Jun. 20)
This ceremony is originated in the story in the late 9th cen-
tury that the high ranking monk got rid of the huge snake
with his Buddhist power. Instead of the snake, they use
big bamboo and monks cut them. It is one of the symbol-
ic ceremonies of summer starting from around 14:00.

Nagoshi-no-harai

Purification Festival (Jun. 30)
Every year around this time, many shrines hold an an-
cient Japanese purification rite called nagoshi-no-harai.
In this ceremony people atone for their sins in the first half
of the year, and then pray for their health in the remainder
of the year by walking through a chinowa (a giant wreath
made of a kind of rush called chigaya). Sending the hu-
man shaped doll off the river is common too. Kitano Ten-
mangu Shrine, Jishu Shrine, Jonan-gu Shrine are famous.



Gion Matsuri Festival Highlight of Kyoto Summer

Gion Matsuri Festival is one of the three largest festivals in Japan along with Tenjin
Matsuri Festival in Osaka and Kanda Matsuri Festival in Tokyo. Various related events
and rituals are held through the month. The first Gion Matsuri, one of Japan’s oldest
goryo-e festivals, was held in the early Heian period to stop a series of devastating
plagues. In desperation, the emperor decreed that special prayers be said at Yasaka
Shrine, and that the country’s 66 provincial hoko (double-axe-headed military spears)
be paraded through the city. The festival has its peak on 16th, the night of yoiyama.
People stroll around the city until midnight in the gion bayashi music. On following
day, all the 32 floats of the festival attend the grand parade. The first is Naginata-
boko float. The parade starts from 9:00 at Shijo Karasuma and proceeds to Oike St.
through Kawaramachi St. It is said that loud festival music is for quiet the evil spirits.
The festival ends with the nagoshi no harai purification ritual on the 31st in the Yasaka
Shrine.

Tanabata Festival (Jul. 7)

This children's festival originated from an ancient Chinese
legend about two lovers who were turned into stars by
the gods. They are reunited but once a year on July 7th.
At Kitano Tenmangu Shrine, people bring offerings (spe-
cial leaf, seasonal vegetables, dango dumpling, etc.) to
the deity to pray for the healthy life. At Jishu Shrine,
pairs of paper kokeshi dolls are sold. Write your name on
one and your partner's name on the other and hang them
together in a bamboo thicket to wish for eternal love. At
Kibune Shrine, the precinct is lit up and people thank for
the god of the water and pray.

Pottery Ceremony and Market at
Senbon Shaka-do Temple (Jul. 9-12)

A ceremony thanking for the potteries and praying for the
development of the pottery industry will be held from
14:00 on 10th. Many pottery dealers set up stalls in the
temple (10:00-20:00).

Kiyomizu Danchi Pottery Fair
(Jul. 18-20)

A popular summer pottery fair, this event is based in the
area where the famous Kiyomizu pottery kilns are current-
ly located in Yamashina ward. All kinds of pottery at rea-
sonable prices (30-50% less than normal). Visitors can
also enjoy 1-day pottery classes, tea ceremony, and
many other events.

Sennichi Mairi Annual
Night Walk Up Mt. Atago (Jul. 31)

On this night, thousands of pilgrims climb Mount Atago in
an annual spiritual event known as Sennichi-mairi. One
trip to Atago Shrine (at the summit) on this date earns you
the equivalent of 1,000 visits. People climb this 4km lit up
route from Kiyotaki to the top of the mountain.

Obon Send-off Bonfires Symbol of ending summer

From 20:00 on August 16th, the huge symbol appears on the summer night of Kyoto.
This is the sigh of the end of Kyoto summer. On the five mountains surrounding the
city, five characters are illuminated. The first fire, and the most famous one, is dai-
monji (big character). It is lit high up the slopes of Mount Daimonji on the east side of
town, above Ginkaku-ji Temple. The other fires are myo (life), ho (Buddhist law), funa-
gata (ship), and hidari daimonii (the left daimoniji fire). It is believed that this fire has
a power to get rid of evils. This event is strongly connected to Japan's unique Obon
Festival, an ancient religious rite to honor the souls of one’s ancestors. Obon is spe-
cial four days, usually from July or August 13th to 16th. During it, the sprits of de-
ceased ancestors come home and people welcome them and send them off again.
Obon is very important period for Japanese people to cherish the spirit of ancestors.

Pottery Festival at

Wakamiya Hachiman-gu Shrine

(Aug. 7-10)
This shrine is called the shrine of pottery. Because the
shrine is located on the center of Kiyomizu pottery indus-
try, pottery dealers from all over Japan come together.
The stalls are open from 10:00 to 22:00. Also the ema
amulet made of pottery is available.

Rokusai Nembutsu Summer Dances

(Mid Aug.)
Rokusai refers to the six days a month (8th, 14th, 15th,
23rd, 29th, last day of the month) when demons were tra-
ditionally believed to be out and about. To keep people
safe, Buddhist chants and dances with music performed
and it is Rokusai Nembutsu started in the mid Heian peri-
od among local people. Daigo-ji Temple, Togetsu Bridge,
hirosawa Pond, Rokuhara Mistu-ji Temple.

Manto Nagashi

(ten thousand lights sending)

Ceremonies (Mid Aug.)
Manto Nagashi ceremonies are memorial services held
during Obon for the spirits of the departed and thank to
the life. At Daigo-ji Temple, 500 lanterns and 600 offered
paper lanterns are lit up and create fantastic atmosphere.
At Rokuhara Mitsu-ji Temple, a number of lanterns are set
in the shape of kanji represents ‘big’ to welcome the spirit
of the ancestors. The amulet for fire prevention is distrib-
uted. Also at Togetsu Bridge in Arashiyama or Hirosawa
Pond, local people send the lanterns off to the water.




September

Karasu-zumo (Crow Wrestling)
Unique ceremony of early autumn

This unusual event is held in Kamigamo Shrine on September 9th, the day of get-
ting rid of misfortunes called Choyo. People offer chrysanthemum flowers to the
deity and pray for the healthy life. After the ceremony, unique Karasu-zumo wres-
tling begins, after which two Shinto priests. Children play sumo. It is said that this
sume was started because people lived Kamo region were called karasu (crow).
Free chrysanthemum flower sake will be offered that is believed to be effective for
healthy longevity.

Hagi (Bush Clover) Festival at

Nashinoki Shrine (Third Sun. of Sep.)
This shrine is famous for its hagi bushes. Red and white
auspicious bush clover flowers and bell cricket are of-
fered to the deity. People come here to write haiku (17-
syllable poems) on strips of paper and tie them to the
flowering bushes.

Comb Festival at

Yasui Konpira Shrine (Fourth Sun. of

Sep.)
The memorial ceremony for old comb and hair accessor-
ies is held. This is a great opportunity to see Japanese
women all dressed up in traditional costumes and with
the most incredible hairdos from around 14:00.

Osuna-fumi-hoyo (Sand Stepping) at

Imakumano Kannon-ji Temple

(Set. 21-25)
The sand from 88 holy places of Shikoku island has been
brought to this temple and people in the special costume
walk on it. Without traveling to Shikoku, they can same
blessing from Shikoku visiting.

Special Rei-sai Ceremony at

Seimei Shrine (Late Sep.)
Seimei Shrine is strongly linked with Abeno Seimei, who
becomes very popular recently as the motif of movie. In
the main hall, special stone he used in yin-yang study re-
main. On the day, the memorial ceremony for Seimei is
held and flower offering and tea service is available.

Jidai Matsuri Festival (Oct. 22)

Picturesque procession of Japanese history

People can see all Kyoto history and culture from Jidai Matsuri Festival, a colourful,
exotic costume party. It is one of the three great festivals in Kyoto along with Gion
Matsuri Festival and Aoi Matsuri Festival. It was started to celebrate the Old Capi-
tal's 1,100-year history. On the day, all 2,000 people wear accurate costumes from
each era consisting of 18 groups. The procession reaches 2km long. The proces-
sion starts from Imperial Palace and reach to Heian Shrine through Karasuma,
Oike, Kawaramachi and Sanjo. The total route is about 4.5km. All the costumes,
furniture and fittings are recreated from accurate research, so that they look so real
and attract audience.

Zuiki (Taro Stem) Festival at

Kitano Tenmangu Shrine (Oct. 1-5)
This festival is famous as autumn festival to thank for
good harvest. Zuiki is the taro stem. Two unique mikoshi
(portable shrines) with roofs made of taro stems, and
sides made of other vegetables are constructed. Festival
highlights include a parade of 250 people in the Heian
period costumes.

Ningyo Kuyo at

Hokyo-ji Temple (Oct. 14)
This temple is called Doll Temple as it has hundreds of
dolls including the doll that the empress Komei loved. A
number of dolls are displayed in the main hall and big
memorial ceremony is held.

Kurama Fire Festival at

Kurama Temple (Oct. 22)
From 18:00 people holding torches chant auspicious
words ‘sairei sairyo’. Every year 20,000 visitors come to
watch this powerful festival of fire.

Hatsuka Ebisu Festival at
Ebisu Shrine (Oct. 19-21)

The origin of the festival dates back to the Edo period
when a merchant from Kyoto thanked the god of Ebisu
when he safely came back from Edo (present-day Tokyo).
The unique ceremony of knife that clean a fish only using
knife and chopsticks is held too.




Seasonal Events

[ November | December

Kyokusui-no-utage at Jonangu Shrine (Nov. 3)
Experience the elegance of Heian period

This is an elegant poetry game dating back to the Heian period. Men and women
dressed as Heian aristocrats sit on the banks of the stream that flows through the Jo-
nan-gu Shrine's Rakusui-en garden. A red sake cup is released upstream and before
it reaches the next participant that person must compose a poem. When they finish
making the poem, they drink the sake in the cup. It is very popular event that a num-
ber of people come to watch every year.

Hitaki Festival at

Fushimi Inari Shrine (until Nov. 3)
This is the festival to thank to the god for good harvest.
Its ohitaki burning bonfires is the biggest in Japan. Hun-
dred thousands of goma prayer sticks are burned.

Kanikakuni-sai Festival at

Gion Shirakawa (Nov. 8)
This private memorial service is for the poet and play
maker, Yoshii Isamu who loved the Gion pleasure quar-
ters until died at the age of 74. At the Shirakawa stream,
there is a stone monument inscribed his poem to com-
memorate his contribution.

Arashiyama Maple Festival around

Togetsu Bridge (Second Sun. of Nov.)
Arashiyama is famous for its beautiful scenery in autumn.
On this day, from 10:00, a performance of Japanese tra-
ditional arts (dance, ancient comedy, and plays) called
the Momiji Matsuri (Maple Festival) will be staged on
boats on the Oi River.

Shotoku Taishi Ohitaki at

Koryu-ji Temple (Nov. 22)
Koryu-ji Temple is one of seven temples Orince Shotooku
established. It is known as the temple of getting rid of
bad desire. The day is his death memorial day and treas-
ury's two famous images of Prince Shotoku and Yakushi-
Nyorai are open to the public.

Memorial Service for Brushes at
Shokaku-an (Nov. 23)
The memorial ceremony is held for old pens and brushes
are held. On this day, calligraphers and writers burn their
old brushes (fude) in gratitude and in hopes of better
penmanship ability. The prayer and music by the monks
are performed. The tea ceremony will be held too.

Joya no kane and Japanese

New Year’s Eve
Close the old year and welcome the new year

Joya no kane is the name of the Japanese bell-ringing ritual on the midnight of December
31st. Joya means the last day of the year. The bell is rung 108 times that, based on the
Buddhism philosophy, represents the number of worldly desire a person has. It is believed
that listening to 108 bells can get rid of those desire and purify the body and mind. Visitors
can ring the bell at many temples including Kiyomizu Temple, Daigo-ji Temple and Nanzen-ji
Temple. At Yasaka Shrine, okera mairi is famous shrine visiting on the New Year's Eve.
Okera is a kind of chrysanthemum flower. It was used as herb medicine for stomach since
ancient times and also was believed to be effective to drive away the evils. Since people
used stem of this plant for the lantern fire, the visitors but the fire on the fortunate bamboo
rope and take it home twiddling it not to extinct the fire. The fire will be used for the candle
of Shinto alter or cooking fire for New Year's Day to pray for the healthy new year.

Kaomise Kabuki at

Minamiza Theater (until Dec. 26)
The Kaomise (lit. actor’s face showing) is started from No-
vember and it was created to get publicity for the star ka-
buki actors’ at the end of the season. Minamiza Theatre
is the most famous of this event and attracts many audi-
ences. At the front of the theatre, the big wooden signs
(maneki) that show actors’ names are displayed dignifi-
edly.

Kencha Festival at

Kitano Tenmangu Shrine (Dec. 1)
A great warlord, Toyotomi Hideyoshi held a big tea party
inviting Sen no Rikyu and Imai Sokyu. The iemoto, head
of the school, demonstrate the tea ceremony while a
number of people see him. A big screen is set up and
visitors can watch the ceremony.

Daikon-daki Radish Boiling at

Ryotoku-ji Temple (Dec. 9-10) and

Senbon Shaka-do Temple (Dec. 7-8)
About 750 years ago, the founder of Jodo Shin-shu Sect,
Shinran was welcomed by the local people with white
radish (daikon) when he stopped in Kyoto. On the day,
cooked daikon is available for about 10,000 people
(10:00-16:00).

Hari Kuyo Pins &

Needles Memorial Service at

Horin-ji Temple (Dec. 8)
This is a thanksgiving ceremony for old needles. House-
wives and professional seamstresses stick their used
needles in a slab of konnyaku, a rubbery food made from
the starch of a root vegetable.




Traditional culture and entertainment

M Tea Ceremony

Japanese tea ceremony is not only about enjoying the
taste of matcha green tea but something that requires a
wide knowledge and sense about religion, philosophy,
arts, etc. It is such a comprehensive art form in Japan.
In the Heian period, high ranking monks studying in Chi-
na brought tea back to Japan. The basic form and aes-
thetic of today’s Japanese tea ceremony is largely cred-
ited to Sen no Rikyu, who was inspired to develop a
form based entirely around natural materials native to
Japan. Rikyu's way of tea stands as a refined, yet sim-
ple, ritual of perfection that incorporates virtually every
Japanese art. His philosophy has something connected
to Zen mind. The word represents the best essence of
Japanese tea ceremony is “Meeting only once in a life-
time”. It tells the lesson that the encounter with some-
one happens only once in a life, so that making the best
tea for him/her is very important.

M Flower Arrangement

In Japanese flower arrangement or kado is the art form
that people cut and put the flowers in the bowl and ex-
press the best beauty and the respect of life. Once it
was only enjoyed high ranking people but in the mid
Edo period, it gradually spread among the common
people. Several schools of ikebana were born since
then. The techniques, tools and flower vases vary from
the schools. There are 2,000-3,000 schools in Japan

and one of the majorities is lkenobo.

o watch and enjoy traditional culture
is one of the closest ways to know
Kyoto. No matter how the modern
world changes, there is something important
in Kyoto that never changes. Learn and feel
Kyoto’s culture and entertainment that have
been cultivated in its 1,200-year history. You
will find real specialties of Kyoto from them.

M Kimono

Kimono is traditional Japanese clothing. Its appearance
has changed with the social changing. There are two
types of kimono. One is ori (woven) and the other is
some (dyed). The ori kimono are woven after silk thread
is dyed and people paint some white woven kimono.
Though it is not common to see someone wearing kimo-
no, recently, kimono have attracted younger Japanese
generations as antique kimono and Japanese patterns
become popular.

B Noh Theater

Noh is one of Japan’s old theater traditions consists of
dance and music. The story proceeds with the song
(utai) and music (hayashi). It is like opera or musicals in
the Western countries. Performers wear masks called
no-men or omote, especially they play the role of some
uncanny role like old man, gods, hermit, etc. The stage
is about 6 square meters and tow corridor called hashi-
gakari are set. Many of the noh stories are from ancient
Japanese literature and the lines are often chanted in an
old form of Japanese.

M Kyogen

Kyogen was born in Japan around same time as noh
theater. It is often performed with noh. Compare to the
noh play, kyogen is more comical and make the audi-
ence laugh and relax. In the noh story, the characters
are mainly aristocrats or historical people, but kyogen
has bright, comical characters speaking in the daily lan-
guage. It is because kyogen is easy to understand for
people who never watch it before. It if praised as the
sophisticated comical art. There are two major schools:
Sensui and Okura.

M Dance (Mai)

Compare to kabuki theater performed on the big stage,
traditional mai dance (odori) is performed in a Japanese
style tatami room. It was born about 200 years ago in
Kyoto and Osaka. Itis also called ji uta mai or kamigata
mai. Different from kabuki, mai is practiced and flour-

ished by geiko and maiko in Kyoto’s flower towns. They
dance in a small space (1 tatami mat is enough). Now it
keeps its form of highly sophisticated art after other tra-
ditional Japanese entertainments like noh, kyogen, joruri
puppet play, kabuki, Mibu kyogen, etc. There are sev-
eral schools today: Yamamura, Inoue, Yoshimura, Ume-
moto, Kanzaki, etc.




Traditional Crafts

yoto people have a special eye for
quality and artistic excellence in even
daily use tools. They make the heart
of people pleasant. Craftsmen have pursued
the beauty in their works and even improve
their skills. Kyoto’s traditional works and
techniques fascinate people all over the world.

M Nishijin Weaving and
Kyo Yuzen Dyeing

The history of Kyoto Nishijin weaving is longer than the
history of Kyoto herself. Before the capital was moved
to Kyoto, Hata Family brought the silk cultivation to Ya-
mashiro area (south of Kyoto). It is used the technique
of sakizome that they die silk first and weave the textile
with them. Nishijin textiles are known for their stunning
and sophisticated designs, their subtle and brilliant col-
ors. Nishijin textile is often used for noh costumes to
represents the gorgeous atmosphere. Another excellent
Kyoto textile industry is Kyo yuzen. It dyes the textile
separating the colors by glue called itome nori. It was
started by Miyazaki Yuzensai who was a painter in Kyo-
to in the Edo period. It requires extraordinary skills to
create fine patterns. It is said that Kyo yuzen is the best
dyeing technique in the world.

M Fans

The origin of Japanese fan dates back to the Heian peri-
od. The first fan looked very different what it looks to-
day. The one side of thin pieces of woods were con-
nected by thread. It was popular with women in the
court. It was brought to China by monks and the form
was changed into present day style there that apply the
paper between the wood pieces. In the Muromachi per-
iod, those new fans came back to Japan as Chinese
fan. It gradually became popular with common people
in the Edo period. Fans are essential tools in noh and
kyogen theatre today.

M Kiyomizu and
Kyoto Pottery

Kiyomizu and Kyoto pottery are the general terms for
ceramics made in Kyoto. They used to be different, but
today they are similar. The pottery industry in Kyoto
started in the late Azuchi Momoyama period and its so-
phisticated design and technique have continued since
the Edo period. Though the level of technique is im-
proved and design is sophisticated, the careful hand
making process has never changed. There are over
300 kilns in Kyoto. Because all processes are done by
hand, it takes time to complete one work. However the
value of Kiyomizu and Kyoto pottery is at the highest
rank of Japanese pottery with its beauty and warmth of
craftsmen. That obsession makes Kiyomizu and Kyoto
pottery especially valuable is continued by the hand of
pottery company, kilns and craftsmen.

B Damascene

Kyoto damascene is originated in the Damascus, Syria
in western Asia. It is an ancient art form in which metal
patterns are imbedded in a base metal surface. It came
to Japan in Nara period from China through Silk Road.
It became popular in the Edo period in Kyoto. However
when the government banned to possess swords in the
Meiji period, the damascene industry had little demand
as it was often used to decorate weapons. The damas-
cene craftsmen, then, started to make them for acces-
sories and fittings instead and the technique was fortu-
nately succeeded. There are three types of
damascenes depend on the material: metal, wood and
pottery. The exceptional example is to be seen on the
swords in Shoso-in in Nara, on the palm of the goddess
statue in Yakushi-ji Temple in Nara and on the door
catch of the Phoenix Hall at Byodo-in Temple in Uji.

Close Up KYOTDO

M Kyoto Dolls

The doll made in Kyoto and dressed kimono is called
Kyo ningyo (Kyoto dolls). To complete one doll, the
whole process is divided by many craftsmen: head,
hairstyle, arm and leg, fittings, dressing, etc. What
makes Kyoto dolls famous in the world is those sophisti-
cated shared works. The origin of Japanese dolls dates
back to the haniwa clay images and even earlier to the
dogu figures which were used as talismans to ward off
calamity in later periods. The gradual development of
these primitive figures eventually resulted in the guardi-
an type figures identified with Japanese dolls today girls
play with them. During the Heian Period, playing house
with dolls became a popular past time among the chil-
dren of the nobility. This identification of dolls with chil-
dren can be seen to be the origin of the Kyo-ningyo,
which eventually came to be a national archetype for
the Japanese dolls.

M Woodblock Prints

The origin of woodblock printing was introduced to Ja-
pan from Korea in the mid 6th century. Traditional
woodblock printing is completed by three craftsmen:
painter, carver and printer. The technique, the oldest in
the world, was brought from China in the Nara period.
Woodblock printing of Kyoto has developed from the
book publishing culture. Modern-style publishing be-
gan to flourish as an industry in the Edo Period, and
woodblock printing played a big part in the new pub-
lishing world. Woodblock print started to be used for
many pictures in the book. Notably, Ihara Saikaku's now
legendary work, “The Life of an Amorous Man,” was
published. Later in the Meiji period, the technique was
developed and it was applied to printing on the surface
of fans. Kyoto's woodblock print can show very fine,
thin lines and those delicate works attract people.




Food

ne of the biggest pleasures of traveling abroad is dining. Kyoto

offers not only Kyoto style cuisines but a wide variety of other

foods. The fertile soil and seasonal weather contributed to the
cultivation of a rich food culture in Kyoto. Food in Kyoto is not just
something to eat but it can be appreciated as one form of art.

M Sukiyaki and
Shabushabu

Sukiyaki is cooked in the iron pan with sugar and soy
sauce. Thin, fine beef, leek, mushroom, tofu and other
foods are put together and dip them in a raw beaten egg
to eat. Before the end of the Edo period, Japanese peo-
ple didnit eat meat mainly because of Buddhism command-
ment. However, in 1867, the situation has changed when the
first beef shop was opened in Tokyo. A similar typical Japa-
nese meat dish is shabushabu. It also uses thin, fine beef, but it

doesnt have to be cooked long time, but just put beef in boil-
ing water in the big pot for a few second is enough. They put
the food in the sour soy sauce (ponzu) or gomadare (sesame
based sauce) and eat. Not only beef, but also pork, chicken,
octopus, squid are also enjoyed by shabushabu. The pot has a
unique shape that comes from the original form of the pot.

M Tempura

Tempura is the fried food that seafood and vegetables
are covered with coating made from flour and egg. The
name is said to come from Spanish (temple) or Portu-
guese (cooking). To enjoy tempura, special soup, salt
or fresh juice of citrus is recommended to add flavor. In
the Edo period, tempura was very common food sold in
the street stalls and as it is developed, it became one of
the finest foods in Japan. Today some unique tempura
like ice cream tempura is enjoyed.

M Kaiseki

Kaiseki are the course dishes served at a banquet.
Originally kaiseki represents the party people make po-
etry. Sen no Rikyu successfully developed this tradition
into a form of art. The courses consist of various
dishes. The basic is one soup and three dishes (sashi-
mi, grilled dish and boiled dish) followed by appetizer,
fried, steamed, flavored, vinegar flavored and rice and
pickle at last.

M Soba and Udon

Soba is a noodle made from buckwheat. It is enjoyed
both hot and chilled. The day when soba is the most
popular is the New Yearls Eve. People believed eating
soba on December 31st can bring healthy and fortunate new
year. On the other hand udon is made from flour and thicker
than soba. It is cooked in the soup made from soy sauce, su-
gar, bonito or sea kelp broth. It is interesting that the taste of
soup is different from western Japan and eastern Japan. Udon
is also eaten both hot and chilled but fried udon is also recom-
mended.

B Wine in Tamba

Tamba is one of the famous Kyoto farming districts loca-
ted in the northwest of Kyoto prefecture. The moderate
rain fall and temperature gap between day and night
cultivate rich soil to grow wine grape. There are fine
wine breweries in Tamba and their wine is today very
popular wine brand.

Good-quality rice, sweet ground water and cold winters
make Kyoto ideally suited for brewing excellent sake.
Sake made in the Fushimi area of Kyoto is prized for its
sweet and mellow taste.




M Tofu

Tofu is made from soy beans and it is very white and
soft. First, they take a juice (tonyu) from boiled soy
beans and put bittern to harden it. It has richly contains
plant origin protein and low calorie. It has become pop-
ular in the western countries as healthy food. In sum-
mer chilled tofu (hiya yakko) is enjoyed and in winter,
boiled tofu (yu dofu) is recommended. Tofu steak is
also popular.

M Yuba

One of the sub-products of tofu is yuba. When tofu is
made, they boil tofu juice and the thin layer is produced.
It is yuba. They carefully scoop it with thin stick. Yuba
is usually eaten raw with soy sauce. Dried yuba is pop-
ular too. Yuba is also known as healthy food.

M Nabe Hotpot

It is very popular winter cooking. People put various
foods in the big pot and boil them. When they eat, they
put the pot on the center of the table and take out what
they want to eat by chopsticks. There are many kinds of
hotpots depend on what food they use as a main ingre-
dient: crab, oyster, chicken, etc. The taste and ingre-
dients vary from the local tradition.

Close Up KYOTDO

M Japanese Sweet

Japanese sweet is strongly connected Japanese cul-
ture. It has to taste nice, of course, but its appearance
is important too. Generally they are sweet and made
from rice, wheat, small beans, etc. There are two types
of Japanese sweets. One is called jogashi that is eaten
only special occasions like imperial related events, tea
ceremony, celebrations. The other is rather simple,
cheap one eaten by common people.

M Pickles

In the old times, people put vegetables and fish in the
salt to preserve it long time. The foods are fermented
and become taste nice. There are many kinds of pick-
les (tsukemono): takuan (put dried white radish in the
sugar and salt), shibazuke (put chopped cucumber or
eggplant in the labiate), wasabi zuke (put hot horse rad-
ish in the sake lees and flavored with salt, sugar, rice
wine), etc. All tsukemono taste great with rice.

M Kyoto Vegetable

The vegetable originated in Kyoto is called Kyo yasai or
Kyoto vegetables. It shape, taste and way of growing is
very unique to Kyoto. It uses least chemicals and pro-
duces the real taste of vegetables. Many of them have
names related to the places in Kyoto, for example,
Kamo nasu (eggplant), Kujo negi (leek), Momoyama
daikon (radish) etc. Some of them are designed as
YBrand Kyoto Vegetables.




Recent & Modern Architecture and Machiya

o watch and enjoy traditional culture is one of the closest ways to

know Kyoto. No matter how the modern world changes, there is

something important in Kyoto that never changes. Learn and feel
Kyoto’s culture and entertainment that have been cultivated in its 1,200-year
history. You will find real specialties of Kyoto from them.

In the Heian period, Sanjo Street was the main
Modern street of the capital. Therefore, in the Meiji

. period, many modern buildings were built along
A.l‘ChltCCtlll'e it. They are the symbol of the modernization of

Kyoto in the early Meiji period.

= Museum of Kyoto

This building, an Important Cultural Property, used to be
a Kyoto branch of Japan Bank. It was designed by the
famous architect, Tatsuno Kingo, who was called the
king of Meiji architecture in 1902. This style of building
is called Tastuno style after the architect that has red
brick with white granite. Small windows and towers
make the building look different. Various exhibitions and
music events are held here.

u Kyoto Branch of
Daiichi Kangyo Bank

This building was also designed by Tatsuno Kingo. It
has a typical structure using red bricks. The contrast of
red brick and white granite gives it a Victorian feeling.

Kyoto Machiya Townhouses
«==Traditional residence of
Kyoto people

® Nakagyo Post Office

This building is an Important Cultural Property built in
1902. The outside of the building remains the same
from the Meiji period and the inside was renovated in
1978. ltis still used as the post office. White stones are
used to decorate the window frame and other parts
which was a little different from popular Tatsuno style.

® Nihon Seimei Kyoto Sanjo Building

This building is registered as Cultural Property. Tatsuno
designed this building in 1914. It has typical sharp roof
shape of Tatsuno. Most parts of the building were de-
stroyed in 1983 and the rest of the part is connected to
the extension building.

Kyoto machiya is unique house structure naturally born from the culture and life-
style of Kyoto. It is not just a house but family ran business in the same house.
The entrance is very narrow. The more you learn about machiya, the better you will
understand the sense of Kyoto people.

The structure of machiya is often called unagi no nedoko or eel's bed because of
its long and narrow shape. Compare to the narrow entrance, it extends widely to
the inner spaces of rooms and gardens. Indeed, machiya is very practical.

The front door is not only for the family but rather it is the space for the business.
Kyoto people have sensitivity to hide their daily life from the guests and customers.

In the house, usually there are two gardens. The fresh air and light come into inside
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m Kyoto Station Building

The Kyoto Station Building is called the entrance of Kyo-
to. It was completed in 1997 to commemorate the 120
anniversary of its foundation. The first Kyoto Station was
built 1878 that was a two story building made with red
bricks as the symbol of culture enlightenment in Japan.
The present Kyoto Station is the fourth one after the fire
or renovation. It was designed by the famous Japanese
architect, Hara Hiroshi. Its novel design successfully
mixes new and old styles. It is the largest station build-
ing in Japan (470m from east to west). In the building,
various facilities (hotel, department store, restaurants,
theater, etc.) welcome visitors. It is not just a station but
the entertainment building.

m Kyoto Concert Hall

The Kyoto Concert Hall is located only a few
minutes from subway Kitayama Station. It was
designed by an architect, Isozaki Arata. It is
the first concert hall in Kyoto specialized in
classic music. The main hall is capable of
seating 1,800 people and the small hall can
seat 500 people. The double glass windows
create unique light effects inside. This unique
appearance amuse the audience.

Close Up KYOTDO

H Garden of Fine Art

This is the first open air garden based on paintings in
the world. The building was designed by Ando Tadao.
Famous ceramic reproductions of paintings from the Re-
naissance including Last Supper by Leonardo da Vinci
and other 7 masterpieces are displayed outside. Con-
crete walls and slopes look very modern but it also
shows relaxed atmosphere with water line on the floor
and spacious room.

through them. The ceiling is very high and it also practically takes air and light.

One of the typical structures of machiya is mushiko mado window. It gets its name
from the appearance like a insect cage (mushiko). It looks like geometrical form.
Another feature of machiya is koshi lattice on the front wall. There are several kinds
of koshi depending on the thickness of the wood or space between each wood. It
can let air and wind come into the house while it could hide the inside from outside.
During Gion Matsuri Festival in July, some houses take away koshi and show their
beautiful machiya to the public. Inuyarai is also seen at the front of the house. It is
made of bamboo or wood and protect out wall of the house from rain or dirt. Not
only its practical use but it gives the people Kyoto atmosphere.

B Tondaya

Tondaya has 120 years old machiya. It was originally kimono wholesale shop. It
was moved to Nishijin textile weaving district in the late Meiji period. Since then,
they show the beauty and excellence of machiya to the public.

B Shijo Kyomachiya

Shijo Kyomachiya is the best place to learn and experience traditional life and craft
of Kyoto. The building was the residence of retired metal wholesale merchant built
in 1900. It has typical structure of machiya with business space called mise no
ma. Along with the inner corridor called tori niwa, the front entrance, kitchen and
inner room are set and kura storage stands at the end.






